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Landscape Architect

Request for Qualifications (RFQ)

Lower Kinnear Park Enhancement Plan
SUBMITTAL DUE DATE:  1:30 pm December 4, 2009

Introduction and Background

Friends of Lower Kinnear Park (FOLKpark), a neighborhood organization, has received a $14,000 award from the Department of Neighborhoods (DON) to hire a landscape architect to create a conceptual plan for the enhancement of Lower Kinnear Park, a designated Seattle landmark. 
This conceptual plan will be based on a desire of the community to see more people engaged in activities in Lower Kinnear Park while maintaining the park’s unique urban forest character, strengthening its neighborhood connections and demonstrate aspects of Green Infrastructure.
Three (3) community meetings (January, February and April 2010) are planned to gather the stakeholders, first for their input, then their review of a preferred plan, and finally to help prioritize an incremental implementation strategy for the suggested improvements. 
Each community meeting will allow the landscape architect to elicit additional public comment ensuring that community desires are expressed as the core ideas in the enhancement plan.  Experienced steering committee members will lead in organizing, outreach and facilitation of these meetings. 

The results of the Lower Kinnear Park Enhancement Plan will be measureable and in line with community desires. The community will see its ideas generated in a professional, illustrative plan that has been tested in community forums.  

Additionally, the plan should provide an incremental implementation strategy, an order of magnitude cost estimate, and operational and maintenance considerations. The conceptual plan will be the first step of the Lower Kinnear Enhancement Plan.  It is anticipated that work-to-date of this conceptual plan will be the basis for an April 2, 2010 submittal for additional funding from the Parks and Green Spaces Levy Opportunity Grant.
RFQ Submittal Content
Submittal shall contain the requested information and shall be limited to a total of twelve (12) single-sided pages or six (6) double-sided pages including text (minimum 10 pt), graphics, and cover letter. Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.
1.  Provide a letter of interest and synopsis of the firm: including size, experience and number of years in business. Please indicate who the project designer and primary contact for the firm will be if other than the principal. Include a brief summary of resumes of those who would be involved in the project. Indicate experience working with municipalities and existing design standards.
2.  Describe two (2) projects performed by the firm and/or project designer similar in nature to the Lower Kinnear Park Enhancement Plan including reference names, addresses, phone numbers, and years completed.

3.  Describe your process and approach for a feasible conceptual design for an urban forest park project within the budget and schedule provided. (We are NOT looking for specific design suggestions at this time.)
4.  Describe two (2) examples of parks with urban forests that you find inspiring and demonstrate aspects of Green Infrastructure. (http://www.asla.org/ContentDetail.aspx?id=24076 )
5.  Provide additional information about resources and capabilities your firm could draw upon for a future implementation phase of the Lower Kinnear Park Enhancement Plan should the funding become available in the future. 

RFQ submittals

Should be received no later than 1:30 pm December 4, 2009 

Submit five (5) RFQ copies to:  Don Harper--FOLKpark, Queen Anne Neighborhood Center 160 Roy Street, Suite 100, Seattle, WA 98119 and one (1) pdf to dharpersea@gmail.com 

Selection Process

The Steering Committee will develop a short list of up to four (4) teams whose qualifications are best suited to the requirements of this project and will interview each team.

Project Timeline

Receive Qualifications



Until 1:30 pm, December 4, 2009


Conduct Interviews



Afternoon of December 16 and 17, 2009
Finalize LA selection



December 18, 2009
First community meeting


January 14, 2010
Second community meeting 


February 25, 2010
Third community meeting


April 8, 2010
Final Conceptual Plan submitted


April 30, 2010
Additional Resources

www.folkpark.org – Landmarks Preservation Board report for Kinnear Park
Open Space Seattle 2100 Envisioning Seattle's Green Infrastructure for the Next Century - www.asla.org/awards/2007/07winners/439_gftuw.html 

All questions should be directed to:  Deborah Frausto, FOLKpark Chair at 425.445.8352 or debi4kinnear@comast.net prior to 5 pm, Nov. 23, 2009.  All material questions with answers will posted at www.folkpark.org on Sat., Nov 28, 2009
City Disclaimer

This document has been funded in part by the Neighborhood Matching Fund award from the City of Seattle, Department of Neighborhoods.  The information contained herein does not necessarily reflect the policies, plans, beliefs, conclusions, ideas, etc., of the City of Seattle. The City does not warrant the accuracy of any of the information, ideas, conclusions, information, etc., contained in this document.

