Seattle Parks and Recreation
Lower Kinnear Park Issues
Parks Update on Off-Leash Area Process


Acknowledgements, Introduction and Purpose 
Clarification of Parks Department’s position on this process and the past OLA process and request of those involved in this current process to work together towards for a reasonable and workable solution.

Background 
FOLKpark was formed in March of 2009 and applied for Neighborhood Matching Fund in August 2009.  They were awarded $15,000 for planning and schematic design for the lower portion of Kinnear Park.  Parks and FOLKpark have been working together since September 2009.  The first meeting held on January 14 had about 40 people in attendance to discuss their ideas and comments about the use and development of lower Kinnear.  An on-line survey from Jan. 22-Feb. 3, 2010 had 88 respondents.  Based on the input from the community, survey results and their own professional experience and work, the consultants, HBB, have developed three concept plans to be discussed tonight.  Plans are typically refined based through public review and applications are planned for the NMF Large Grant and 2008 Parks and Green Spaces Opportunity Funds in April 2010 for further development.  
 
Off-Leash Area Process for Queen Anne Recommendation 
There are presently 11 off leash areas in the City of Seattle.  All are on park property or land maintained by the Park Department.  The OLAs are distributed throughout the city, but there are geographic areas of the city that are some distance from these and are thought to be underserved by this program.  Queen Anne is one such area.  Kinnear Park was identified as one of two sites on Queen Anne (the other being David Rogers Park) through a separate process with Park Department staff working with COLA and QACC in late summer 2006.   Based on that process a recommendation was made by the Park Board and a decision made by the Superintendent to designate lower Kinnear as the Queen Anne location in late 2006.  No development funds were available at the time. 

2008 Levy Project Designation
The 2008 Parks and Green Spaces Levy was designated as the fund source and refers to “Off leash dog areas: Queen Anne and Magnolia.”  The levy is in the second year (of six) of implementation and the off leash projects are not scheduled until later in the program.  Unfortunately, FOLKpark or Parks and DON staff working with FOLKpark, were not informed of this until just recently.

Present Status
FOLKpark is in the middle of the schematic design process and has developed great momentum and support.  Parks has been asked to accelerate levy funding for the off leash area on Queen Anne by the QACC.  Parks is being questioned by COLA, and rightly so given the past process and recommendations, on why this in not being included in FOLKpark process.

Proposed Action - Where we hope to go from here
Parks is requesting that all involved work together towards a reasonable and workable solution and consider the off leash area in planning and, if desirable through the public process, include the off leash area in the refined concept plan at the end of this portion of the design process.


Desired Outcome
The desired outcome, in general, is to have a more active park with positive activities that displace negative activities and the positive activities drawing other positive uses to the site.

Sustaining the urban forest and related environmental concerns is important the project and needs to be carefully considered in the placement of an off leash area and has been done so successfully in other parks.

History and significance of Kinnear Park to community is important and it’s hoped that  this process and the cooperation through it will be something that is looked back upon as positive and fulfilling. 

Contact information:  	Rick Nishi
			Parks and Green Spaces Levy Manager
			rick.nishi@seattle.gov 
206-733-9319	
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